Albemarle County Public Schools
2014 Legislative Priorities 
I. Assessments. 
Albemarle County Public Schools (ACPS) supports a rigorous curriculum accompanied by a meaningful system of accountability. We support balanced assessments that measure the development of lifelong learning skills, such as critical and creative thinking and problem solving, through measures of student achievement and authentic measures of student growth not provided by the current assessment system. We also support the following measures: 
· Expanded access to expedited retakes. 
· Decreasing the number of SOL tests required at the elementary and middle school levels. 
· Increased flexibility for local school divisions to establish testing windows. 
· The use of statistically valid sampling techniques. 
· Waivers to high performing school divisions to implement performance-based assessments.

II. Virginia Retirement System.
ACPS supports a consistent approach to Virginia Retirement System funding that includes the restoration of funds to maintain long-term solvency. This will allow localities to develop budgets and benefit plans without constant revisions due to the frequency of changes to the required local contribution.
III. Standards of Quality
ACPS supports an increase in funding for the Standards of Quality (SOQ) to offset years of reductions to reflect the true cost of meeting such requirements. The true cost will incorporate the continual changes and updates to the Standards of Accreditation and the Standards of Learning. Rebenchmarking for the 2014-2016 biennium should be fully funded to incorporate best practices in data collection and methodology.
IV. Flexibility
We support legislation that increases flexibility for local school divisions. Increasing flexibility allows school divisions to improve effectiveness and efficiency and to reflect the needs of their local communities.
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Additional Legislative Positions
I. Efforts We Support
We support a JLARC study on the issue of participation by non-public school students in VHSL activities.
We support adjusting Albemarle’s composite index to recognize its annual revenue sharing agreement payment to the City of Charlottesville.
(NEW) We support bills to repeal the creation of the Opportunity Education Institution, as well as bills to limit the funding available and the authority of the OEI.
II. Efforts We Oppose
We oppose efforts to impose mandates on local school divisions without full funding methods provided.
We oppose efforts to require funding to “follow the student” in situations in which the home school division offers a virtual school program, but the student elects to enroll in a program in a different division. Funding, curriculum, and student access to virtual schools should be the decision of the local school board in compliance with the Standards of Accreditation.
We oppose any restrictions on the local school board authority to develop student disciplinary policies.

